From Working Quarry

to Nature Reserve

Beach Road Nature Reserve
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ABOUT BRIGHTER WHITEHEAD ' Beach Road Nature Reserve is an excellent example of
Whitehead is 3 small Edwardian seaside bown nature’s resilience by process of natural succession.
with commanding views of Bedfasl Lough and It demonstrates how a landscape scarred by human activity
the Irish Sea. Brighter Whitehead was . can be returned to nature. This area has evolved from a
established to enswe our v shvays |ooes dumping site to a wildlife haven in just 25 years.
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HISTORY OF WHITEHEAD QUARRY

Thee hzadland at the ofd quamy is know as Whibe Head and il was so calbed because al cne time # had
af oller farrmation ol Bmestans. Very Btk limastone remains taday due bo ecbensive quarrying, bul
ance limesione v plentiful.

The aims of the groug fram the slart was o conbibute
fowvards enhancing the bown throwgh envircnmental
impravements in asseciaticn with other commanity
groups, businesses and statulary organisations

It is recooded that, starting in 1868 & considerable trade in beoken stane was carmed ouf with the
Camickhergus and Lame Railway {omparry, who aperated from a siding near the quarny. Marmy of the
foundations at the early houses in 'Whitehead were made with stones from the quarry

To contact us visit our website

www.brighterwhitehead.co.uk
or visit www.beachroad.org.uk

&, natural harbour exdstad in the foemn of an inlket eroded by the sea, and limestona was shipped
fram thera in Btle baats During the 1800s there was a great demand far limestans, mainly
uzad foar building purposes and making roads

A harbour was built for the pupese of exporting limestone from the quarries, Due o the
fact that the harbour was tidal and prone b2 silting, a lange wooden pier was onstucted
Inbo desper water b facilitate [anger boats. Local men were g

emploved both in the quarry and in the constnaction of the
harfour

The exportation af limessone fram e quanty came to an end
ir the late 1880, bn the 15206 the quamy daosed, and fram

|'D55 80 1987 the site wias used as the fwns waste dsposal
site. The sibe was wused from 1982 bo the oeation of the Nature

FURTHER INFORMATION Resenve i 2008 with @ grant from Better Belfast

For further information on Bzach Road Mature Resense contact Carrickfergus Borowgh Counils

Parks & Countryside Section on D28 9335 000 o email greenspace@arrickfergus.org or A SUPPORTIVE HABITAT

visit the website www.carmickfergus.org Beach Road Mabure Resenve i hare to a wide ange of birds, insects and plants. To discoser just a

Fesi o I habitants - stop, beok and Bsten. The colonisation of Be quanty by trees, shrabe and

wildflowers has oreated & home for & diversity of birds and insects. A wildfiswer meadaw boasting
BRIGHTER BEtI:E'I'| s rich mix of flora and fauna has been created to further enhance the site. Wildflower meadows are an
WHITEHEAD Bel fH.St Camickiargus Borough irnpartant habitat for many species of insect, brd and mammals. Insects need specific plants on

wihich 1o feed and lay teir eggs



BUTTERFLIES -t
Thie ervaronment of dense hedaing, trees and wildflowers at Beach Read Mature
Reserve atfiacts a vanety of butterflies. Butterflies need sugasrich nectar to feed o,
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and they also need particular plants on which 1o lay their egos. Thene is a qood selechon “‘\.‘;\\

of flowers and plants here o provide food for butterflies and caterpillars

Orange Tip (fies Apdil-june) & Green-velned White (seen in spring and mid-summer}
bodh lay 2395 onlady's smack, hedge garlic and hedge mustard

Large White {Hiies May-September) prefers wild and ultivated cabbages

Small Tortoiseshell (seen March-Cictaber) love flawers in a sunny position, and lay their eqgs
an sfinging nettes grawing in shefbered, sunmy patches which can be fowd in the middle of the
quarry

BIRDS
Many different hird species are attracted ta the Nabure Beserve becayse it provides shelier and
plentihul foad supphy swch as s=eds, kerries, small insects and grubs

Look aut for Song Thiesh, Robin, Chaffinch, Wien, Fulmar, Blackbied, creenfinch, Goldimch,
Feed Bunting, Redpoll, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Goddorest, sistle Thrush, Woodpegeon, Bullfinch,
coal Tit, Faven, Rock Pipit, Meadow Pigit and Dunnack. These are all species that are found
in the quarry amd the adjacent coastline.  Most are resident and can b2 seen all year round.
Willows warbler, wehitethroat, house martin and swaft are surnmer visitars 1o the quarry and
can only be seen between April and September.

Fulmar
The quamy supparts a popidation of as many as 20 pairs of fulmas Often mistaken for
qulls, fulmars hodd thelr wings moare stiffty and straighter when gliding and soaring.
They can also be identified by their distinctive catking call as they wave
their heads and bow at their mates or rivals when sitfing ¢n the clifi

ledges, Fubmars are seen from [anuary to August and live on a seafood diet
of crustaceans, squed, fish and offal

Raven

The raven is the largest of all crows, with a heavy cudgel-shaped bill, Their dief ranges from
carmian b beetles. The raven’s nest is a massive structure which & rebuilt each year with new
materiad. Ravens nest early in the =eazon, and can wsually be seen argund the quarry bebween
Febrary and April.

Y

Peregrine Falcon
The Pereqgrine Faloan the largest and mosl spactaculad of aur ressdent laloans &
are al the mast infenesting and notorious species thal is in the Rature Resere,
Peragrines ae widely admired as spectaoular aemal assailants; they useally
atlack their pray in med-air after spatting a victim froem a high vantage paint
They ‘slaap in a steap posier dive an nearly closed wings reaching speads of
120k b ar mare, killing the prey with a blow 1o the head with the faat
They feed almest exdusively on other bids, bul cecasionally hunt small
mammaks such as bats, rats and rabbits. Perhags the vadety aof birds
along Belfast Lowgh makes Whitehaad Malure Beserve the best horme!

MNATIVE VERSUS NON-MNATIVE

The walonisation of the quany with trees, shiubs and wildllowvears has oeated a hame lor & wide

rarge of birds and insects. The species nich Reserve is the hame of many native and non-nalive

species.

Non-Native Species

* Fuchsia is valuable a5 a nich source of nectas for bees and insects

= Buddleia is known as the Butterhy Bush’ because it atimcts bulterfies o
eed.

= {olomeaster provides barries in sprng favaured by thrushas wisiting
Mortharm Irefand on thesr jpurney back fo Scandinavia

« Sycarmare pravides lood and shelier o weadland bids and suppons
many insecls.

Native Species

* Spacies - nich grassland suppods 3 range of wildfiswers and assodiated
insects and birds, paiculady butterflies and grasshoppers

= Lemi-matiwe ash (Fraonus excekion) wood B the novth west of the
guarmy has an undersiony ab hawtharn (Crataegus monagynal

= Lpecies-nch masitime grassland can b2 fownd along the coastal seclion

= Along the quany and coastal path can be faund waod vetch (vicia
gyivalica), a notabde species quite resbicbed in keland. In Moathern
Inieland it &= Bangely canlined ta the cosl, especially whene basall and
thall oocus.




